Gay Straight Alliance seeks to revalue

By Carriyny KELLEHER

| afayette’s unfriendl-
iness towards gays

as long since passed

from top ten lists to cam-

pus legend. But with the

of a consistent gay-
IWareness group. some
wonder about the cur-
rent status of that ani-
mosity.

Next Thursday, the
Gay-Straight Alliance will
propose a change in
identity to student gov-
¢rnment, renaming itself
QUEST, Questioning Es-
tablished Sexual Taboos

Following a semester
of inactivity, next week
marks the second name
change for the group in

wo years. Last semester

GSA did not maintain a budget

r hold group events

Student response has
mixed, although quiet. Most stu-
dents interviewed requested ano

nymity before addressing the is-

Aithough the Gay-Straight Alliance planned to propose the new litle QUEST on
Wednesday, the move was postponed a week because of a death in one of the
members' family.

SUe I'hese students acknowl-
edged that there are cold feelings
towards gays at Lafayvette, but
questioned the usellness of a
student group

Most students spoken to said

that homosexuality
not discussed on campus. Some
said they believe that it is not dis
cussed because the student body
is closed-minded port people that are h

Chantel Pasquarello

gay awareness at Lafayette

the opposite. “1 used to
think that the campus was
closed minded, but I re-
alized that people just
don’t discuss the issue,”
she said. She hopes that
the group will be able (o
open up discussions.

Other students believe
that th

lack of discussion
is because of the fact that
sexual orientation is not
a typical topic for discus-
sion. These comments
were almost always quali-
fied with a statement that
there was nothing wrong
with homosexuality

Students spoken to felt
that QUEST [G

ecialized group, will

],as a

only cater to a small per-
centage of the student
body

Beth Rosseau "01, one of
the students behind
GSA's upcoming pro-

posal, agreed with the

need for a specialized group, but
said the group’s new focus
includes educating the campus

I'he group is designed 1o “sup

osex
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QUEST looks to find identity at Lafayette

PHOTE BY MATT JOsearron

Although not yet recognized by student
govemment, QUEST operaled a table in
Fannon this week under their new name.

It was a lack of
student intcrest
that caused GSA
to become inac-
tive this past se-
mester, said Brian
Wan1 '00, former
clubpresident. “I
think that on a
college campus
there are nses
and falls of inter-
est,” he sad.
James Knivoski,

lent

“Truly homophobic people are
in the minority but the majority
of people don’t speak out about
11,” said Want.

Some have made attempts to
bring attention to campus homo-
sexuality. “| An) increase diversity
and awareness on this ampus i
a positive,” said George Beres 00,
formerstudent government presi-
dent,

Perhaps signalling student
government's then atutude about
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Rose Sullivan ‘00

ost
definitely.
This school is too

{ homophobic.

"N o. Idon't
think a
group like thatis

warranted at
Lafayette.”

. this campus
definitely needsa

group to bring about

SOme awareness.

B alotof prejudice and

ignorance towards those

"J t's probably a

good idea, but
I'm not going to be
a partof it."






